Happy New Year
Each year we look back at the things the TRNHA has accomplished with the steady
support of our members, board, and park community. 2022 was a year unlike any
other. Theodore Roosevelt National Park and most of North Dakota were closed due
to blizzards in April, November, and again in December! Summer visitation came
down to a decent turn out from visitors at all of our associated sites.
Since 1951, TRNHA has worked with the NPS each year to set a budget for spending
funds raised the previous year. In 2022, we provided the NPS with over $130,000 in
financial aid. These funds were raised through Park Store sales, memberships, and
donations. Each year these funds are used on projects that best enhance your visit.
Aid funds support a variety of projects, staffing, supplies, and special events in
Theodore Roosevelt National Park and Knife River Indian Villages National Historic
Site.
This past year, TRNHA started off printing a new edition of our signature publication
Theodore Roosevelt in the Dakota Badlands. As we kicked off another busy summer,
this book quickly found a home on our shelves alongside many other new books and
souvenirs.
The summer season arrived quickly and TRNHA staff found themselves busy
unpacking merchandise and preparing the stores for a busy summer season. On
May 6th we opened Painted Canyon for another fun filled summer. We also
welcomed a fun new group of summer employees who were eager to learn about
Theodore Roosevelt National Park. These team players were the friendly faces you
found greeting park visitors, staffing visitor center desks, stocking store shelves,
building parade floats, hosting special events, and showing everyone how TRNHA is
an integral part of the park experience.
TRNHA was pleased to support the NPS interpretive program in many ways. At
Theodore Roosevelt National Park this included purchasing supplies, paying for
training, and helping sponsor the Dakota Night's Astronomy Festival. At Knife River
Indian Villages, this included support for the “Lifeways” education program. Funds
were also provided to support the Junior Ranger Program, print and distribute free
publications, a vault toilet to be placed at Wind Canyon and research in Theodore
Roosevelt National Park.
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We ended the year hosting many special events and announcing the winners of our
Annual Picture Yourself in Theodore Roosevelt National Park Photo Contest and first
-ever Youth Photo Contest. The winning photos are featured in a new postcard
package that can be found at our Park Stores and online. As we step into 2023, we
are already planning products, projects, and events that promise an exciting year
ahead.
TRNHA staff would like to extend our gratitude and a Happy New Year to
everyone who has made these things possible. We hope to see you soon!

Park Plans
The National Park Service is developing a Livestock Plan for Theodore Roosevelt National Park. The NPS has invited the public
to participate in the planning process. They will be conducting a virtual public scoping meeting on January 12, 2023. Public
comments regarding the Livestock Plan will be accepted through January 31, 2023.
If you would like to learn more about the plan, how to attend the meeting, or how to submit a comment; please visit the
Theodore Roosevelt National Park website: https://www.nps.gov/thro/getinvolved/livestock-plan.htm.

Employment Opportunities
Each summer TRNHA hires enthusiastic individuals
to carry out our mission and assist our National Park
Service partners as seasonal visitor service clerks. If
you would like to spend your summer working
where the “buffalo roam”, check out our website for
a full job description and how to apply. Interviews
will begin in March 2023 and housing may be
available.

Picture Left: Bison are a common site while working at the Painted
Canyon Visitor Center
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Fee Free Days In 2023
The National Park Service will have five entrance fee-free days in 2023 that provide free admittance to all national parks for
everyone. On these significant days of commemoration or celebration, and throughout the year, the National Park Service is
committed to increasing access to national parks and promoting the advantages of outdoor recreation for public benefit and
enjoyment.
The free entrance dates for 2023 are:
• January 16 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
• April 22 – First Day of National Park Week
• August 4 – Great American Outdoors Day

• September 23 – National Public Lands Day
• November 11 – Veterans Day
“National parks are really amazing places and we want everyone to experience them,” said National Park Service Director
Chuck Sams. “The entrance fee-free days encourage people to discover the beauty, history and inspiration awaiting them in
more than 400 national parks throughout the country.”
Detailed information about what there is to see and do at each park is available on NPS.gov or the NPS app. It is important for
people to know before they go what is open and available, especially if interested in overnight accommodations.
In 2021, 297 million people visited national parks and spent $20.5 billion in local communities. This supported 322,600 jobs
across the country and had a $42.5 billion benefit to the U.S. economy.
Most national parks are always free to enter. Only about 100 of the 400+ national parks have an entrance fee. For parks with
an entrance fee, the cost ranges from $5 to $35 and the money remains in the National Park Service, with 80-100% staying in
the park where collected. The funds are used to enhance the visitor experience by providing programs and services, habitat
restoration, and infrastructure maintenance and repair.
The fee waiver for the fee-free days applies only to National Park Service entrance fees and does not cover amenity or user
fees for camping, boat launches, transportation, special tours, or other activities.
The annual $80 America the Beautiful National Parks and
Federal Recreational Lands Pass allows unlimited access
to more than 2,000 federal recreation areas, including all
national parks, for the passholder and companions
accompanying them. There are also free or discounted
passes available for currently serving members of the
U.S. military and their dependents, military veterans,
Gold Star Families, fourth grade students, disabled
citizens, and senior citizens.

News Release from nps.gov, December 8, 2022
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January 2023 Online Coupon

January Online Only Coupon
25% Off
TRNP Bison Trucker Hat

Online Only through January 31, 2023
Use coupon code
“January2023” at checkout.
Shop online now at: www.shoptrnha.org
Not good with any other discounts.

Become a Member
Our members are passionate about our park partners and believe in helping us spread the word about the
beauty that can be found in North Dakota. By joining Theodore Roosevelt Nature and History Association as a
member you will be helping us:
• Support educational and interpretive programs
• Enhance the visitor centers in all our partner parks
• Support wildlife research in Theodore Roosevelt National Park
• Publish trail guides, books, and multi-media products to educate our visitors
• Host special events in our parks including Teddy Bear Picnics, Birdwalks, and photo contests
• Promote North Dakota's public lands
• Offer housing assistance for Volunteers and Interns
• Provide support staff in visitor centers

Learn more at:
www.trnha.org/membership.htm

