Pavement Preservation Project
In May a pavement preservation project began in the North and South Unit
of Theodore Roosevelt National Park. If you visited Theodore Roosevelt
National Park this summer you may have been greeted by a big sign stating
“Road Work, Expect Delays.” While no one likes road construction, we can
promise it was worth the wait!
The project included patching asphalt, crack-sealing, chip and fog
sealing the park’s paved roads. The project was meant to extend the
service life of park roads. This week construction crews are putting on the
finishing touches and cleaning up any mess left behind. Visitors venturing
into the park in coming weeks will be treat to well-marked and smooth
roads.
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Facility Revitalization Plan Public Meeting
Theodore Roosevelt National Park is in a comprehensive planning process to establish a foundation for long-term
capital improvements that will reduce deferred maintenance burden and benefit visitors through updated facilities
and enhanced visitor services. The plan will define uses and functions for the Medora entrance campus, Peaceful Valley Ranch historic site, Painted Canyon Visitor Center area, Elkhorn Ranch Unit, and North Unit entrance area campus. The plan will coordinate interrelationships among uses, site resources, and facilities to establish a consistent,
unified character for development and to establish a decision-making framework for capital improvements, preservation, and development.

August 23 - Virtual Meeting

August 24 - Public Meeting at the
Watford City Civic Center
More information coming soon!
Be sure to follow us of Facebook and we will share
more details as we have them available!

Photo Contest
Theodore Roosevelt Nature and History Association began sponsoring an Annual Photo Contest in 2012. The winner
of the photo contest had the honor of their photo being featured on the Theodore Roosevelt National Park Annual
Pass the following year. After 2022 years of a very successful contest we have decided to expand our contest
encouraging youth participation.
All category winning photos from both contests will be entered the judging for our GRAND PRIZE WINNER! The
grand prize winner's photograph will be the featured photograph on the 2023 Theodore Roosevelt National Park
annual pass. Additionally, the winner will have their photo on the cover of the 2023 Theodore Roosevelt National
Park Calendar and will receive additional prizes.

Categories in the Picture Yourself in TRNP All Age Photo Contest include:
Landscape, Animals of TRNP, Take a Hike, Flowers and Plants
Categories in the Adventures in TRNP Youth Photo Contest include:
Up to 9 years old, 10 to 13 years old, 14 to 18 years old
Visit our website for contest details and the submission process:
Click here for TRNHA Photo Contest Details

FINAL DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS: AUGUST 31, 2022!!!
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Stopping to Smell the Wildflowers
by Nolan W. Reynolds
As we say “see you later” to some of our summer seasonal employees, we are pleased to feature the unique
experience and writing talent of our invaluable summer visitor service clerk, Nolan. We wish him the best in his
next journey and hope his experience may inspire you to create your own memories on our team next season!
Whenever I travel, I sometimes have a difficult time going off the beaten
path. I am a planner by heart, just ask my parents. I once spent the better
part of a summer planning a trip to Disney World only to fail in the final
pitch to my mother and her partner at the time. As I have gotten older, I
have tried harder and harder to break this mindset; instead of planning
trips to completion, I have instead begun the practice of going where the
wind takes me, especially when exploring new areas. Granted, I am always
going to check ahead of time to make sure I don’t miss any historical sites
and things of that nature. But, no longer feeling as though I need to know
what I am going to eat every day, or what I am going to partake in activity
wise, has helped me explore more in the long run. After being plagued for
so long by the idea that I would miss out if I did not plan ahead of time, I
have realized that the real adventures have come from the lack of
forethought.

Exploring the trails of

Theodore Roosevelt National Park

That being said, I have been blessed with the opportunity to spend this summer in Medora, North Dakota. This
town of about 142 people serves as the gateway to Theodore Roosevelt National Park (THRO). So, while the
permanent residences may be few, the hotel rooms and campsites are often crawling with weekend warriors,
nomads, and full-on-families. Outside of working for the Theodore Roosevelt Nature & History Association
(TRNHA), I have had ample time to explore the park and the wonders of the small town. Pretty soon into my
time in Medora this summer, I got enthralled by the sheer amount of history here.
From my own studies, I knew that Theodore Roosevelt hunted and ranched in the area, but I was not fully
aware of all the other rich stories that flood the region. Take for example, the Marquis de Mores, an
entrepreneurial Frenchman and key player in the North Dakota badlands in the 1880s. His claim to fame was
the founding of a meatpacking industry in the Northern Great Plains that sent freshly slaughtered beef to the
East Coast for sale. He also founded Medora in the spring of 1883, the same year Theodore Roosevelt made his
way to the badlands for a hunting trip. The two men, who both had extraordinarily large personalities,
occasionally clashed. This eventually led to the Marquis challenging Roosevelt to a duel. Roosevelt responded
coolly, by saying, “Most emphatically I am not your enemy; if I were you would know it, for I would be an open
one, and would not have asked you to my house nor gone to yours.” This only leads you to think where we
might be as a society today if we were to respond to challenges in the same way–head on and brief and nature.
Continued on page 4
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Stopping to Smell the Wildflowers continued...

A young “Theodore Roosevelt”

I currently study history at Waldorf University in Forest City, Iowa.
My own particular interests are in environmental/conservation
history, so moving to “the Cradle of Conservation” (as historian
Lowell E. Baier would put it) for the summer was not a hard choice
to make. Even though he did not found the National Park Service,
or even establish the first national park, Theodore Roosevelt still
goes down in history as the great conservationist president who
set aside over 230 million acres of public lands during his
presidency. He also created the United States Forest Service and
established the first Federal Bird Reserve, making him popular
amongst modern-day tree-huggers and birders alike.

But, alongside all the history comes potentially my favorite part of the summer. With a background in acting and
history, I was overjoyed to be given the opportunity to break the rust off my acting chops and hit the stage this
summer. Before you ask, I was not the newest addition to the Burning Hills Singers, or any other members of the
Medora Musical. Instead, was Theodore Roosevelt himself. Thanks to the great people here in Medora, I was able
to not only walk around town as that “Cowboy Dude” and “Cyclone Assemblyman” – as he was known in his
younger days – but also to hit the stage and perform for the annual Badlands Chautauqua: Gathering of the
Theodore Roosevelts. This involved a mix of telling stories in the first-person, getting younger folks excited about
history, and rubbing elbows with some of the best Theodore
Roosevelt reprisers known. All-in-all, it was a great time, and
a fantastic way to show off all the history I had learned out
here in the Badlands of North Dakota.

At the beginning of the summer, the notion of leaving Iowa
to head for western North Dakota was a bit frightening to
me. As mentioned earlier, I tried my best to not over plan for
the summer excursion. I knew that thanks to the wonderful
people at the Theodore Roosevelt & History Association, I
Performing at the annual “Badlands Chautauqua”
would have a reliable job and bed to sleep on. The rest I was
leaving to fall into place. Doing it this way gave me the opportunity to meet all the amazing people I did this
summer, and allowed me to do fun things like dress up as a young Theodore Roosevelt and have impromptu trips
with my fellow coworkers. The lack of an absolute plan gave me enough free time to wander and find my own
path, much like Theodore Roosevelts and others did when making their way out to Medora. But, most of all, it
allowed me to build lasting relationships that I know I will cherish for many years to come.
There really might be some magic in these burning hills. Allow yourself enough time to stop and smell the
wildflowers, and you just might find it yourself.
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The National Park Service at 106 Years Old!
Happy Birthday National Park Service! On August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson signed the Organic Act,
creating the National Park Service. Founders Day is celebrated each year on August 25 in all of America's national
parks to honor the creation of the agency.
•

Today there are 423 units within the National Park System.

•

63 are designated as National Parks.

•

Yellowstone National Park (WY) was the first national park
established in 1872.

•

New River Gorge (WV) is the most recent national park,
designated as such in 2020.

•

There are six national park sites that tell the story of
Theodore Roosevelt, the “conservation president.”

•

Today there are three National Park Service sites in North Dakota: Theodore Roosevelt National Park, Knife River
Indian Villages National Historic Site, and Fort Union National Historic Site.
Follow us on Facebook to learn more and celebrate as the month goes on!

Calendar of Events
As you plan the busy days that end the summer season, please mark your calendar or schedule a reminder for the
following dates and events:
August 2022
August 7 Painted Canyon Visitor Center Hours Change 9-4:30 MT
August 9 Kids Camp— Knife River Indian Villages NHS
August 11-12 Peak viewing of the Perseid Meteor Shower
August 23 Virtual Facility Revitalization Plan Meeting—TRNP
August 24 Facility Revitalization Plan Public Meeting at the Watford City Civic Center

August 25, NPS Founders’ Day - National Park Service’s 106th Birthday!
August 27 Language Summit— Knife River Indian Villages NHS
August 28 Sacagawea and Women’s Roles of the Villages— Knife River Indian Villages NHS
August 31 Deadline for the Annual TRNHA Photo Contests
September 2022
September 16-18 Dakota Nights Astronomy Festival
September 24 Fee Free Day in observation of National Public Lands Day!
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August 2022 Online Coupon

August Online Only Coupon
25% Off
12” Bison Plush
By Petting Zoo
Online Only through August 31, 2022
Use coupon code
“August2022” at checkout.
Shop online now at: www.shoptrnha.org
Not good with any other discounts.

Become a Member
Our members are passionate about our park partners and believe in helping us spread the word
about the beauty that can be found in North Dakota. By joining Theodore Roosevelt Nature and
History Association as a member you will be helping us:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support educational and interpretive programs
Enhance the visitor centers in all our partner parks
Support wildlife research in Theodore Roosevelt National Park
Publish trail guides, books, and multi-media products to educate our visitors
Host special events in our parks including Kid’s Events, Birdwalks, and photo contests
Promote North Dakota's public lands
Offer housing assistance for Volunteers and Interns
Provide support staff in visitor centers

JOIN TODAY!

