
TRNHA Newsletter 

Theodore Roosevelt  
National Park  

South Unit 
8:00 am - 4:30 pm MDT  

North Unit  
9:00 am –5:30 pm CDT 

Painted Canyon  
8:30 am - 4:30 pm MDT 

 
Drives through the South & North 
Unit will remain open as weather 

permits. 
 

Knife River Indian Villages  
National Historic Site 
8:00 am –4:30 pm CDT 

 
Upper Souris NWR 

8:00 am - 4:30 pm CDT  
Monday-Friday 

 MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR 

November 5, 2010 - Annual Wildlife 

Feed at the Medora Community Cen-

ter. For more information: 701-623-

4829 

 
November 7,  2010 - Don’t forget to 

“Fall Back” into Daylight Saving 

Time.   

 
Knife River Indian Villages will be 

changing to the central time zone. 

 

November 25, 2010 - All Visitor 

Centers will be closed for Thanksgiv-

ing.  Weather permitting the loop 

drives will remain open. 

 

December 3 & 4,  2010 - Medora’s 

Old Fashion Cowboy Christmas.  

Contact the Medora Chamber of 

Commerce for more information. 

 

December 25,  2010 - All Visitor 

Centers will be closed for Christmas.  

Weather permitting the loop drives 

will remain open. 

 

November 2010 

     November’s featured Ranger  is 
Rachel Killen, an Interpretive Rang-
er at Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park.  Rachel is currently a student 
at Dickinson State University and is 
spending her fall semester working 
part time in the South Unit. Rachel 
a native of Greybull, WY brings a 
can do attitude and a wealth of 
knowledge to the park.  
    Rachel  recommends the book 
Feasting and Fasting with Lewis 
and Clark: A Food and Social Histo-
ry of the Early 1800s by Leandra 
Zim Holland. She says, “I highly 
recommend the book Feasting and 
Fasting with Lewis and Clark. If 
anyone is a foodie like I am, you 

will be especially interested in all the 
old time recipes such as 'portable 
soup.' This book is also full of fun 
facts such as how Thomas Jefferson 
received a 1,235 pound wheel of 
cheese as a gift. If you are looking for 
an entertaining, affordable coffee 
table book, this one is sure to 
please!” 
       If you are interested in purchas-
ing this book or any other items in 
this newsletter, please visit one of 
our Theodore Roosevelt Nature and 
History bookstores or visit our online 
store at: 
www.trnha.org/bookstorehome.htm 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feasting & Fasting with Lewis and 
Clark: A Food and Social History of 

the Early 1800s 
by: Leandra Zim Holland 

 
Regular Price:  $24.95 

Members Price: $21.21 

South Unit Backcountry and Hiking Trails to Be Closed Midweek 

Ranger Recommends 

VISITOR CENTER 

HOURS 

Backcountry areas and hiking trails 
in the South Unit of Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park will be 
closed on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays from October 19 – 
January 20 to accommodate the 
park’s elk reduction effort.   

 

“For safety reasons, we are closing 
the park’s backcountry and hiking 
trails three days per week while 
teams are shooting elk in the park 
to reduce the herd,” said Superin-
tendent Valerie Naylor.  “We re-
gret having to close any portion of 
the park at any time.  However, 
this is necessary to ensure visitor 
safety and to enhance the effec-
tiveness of the elk reduction 
teams.” 

 

No entrance fees will be charged 
in the South Unit on the days 
when the backcountry areas are 
closed. 

The elk reduction effort was 

planned so that the backcountry 
areas and trails in the South Unit 
would be open Friday – Monday 
when visitation is highest.  The South 
Unit’s roads and overlooks, as well as 
Cottonwood Campground, will be 
open daily. The four front country 
trails in the South Unit - Buck Hill, 
Wind Canyon, Ridgeline Nature Trail, 
and Coal Vein Trail - will remain 
open. 

 

The completion of an Elk Manage-
ment Plan and Environmental Impact 
Statement in June 2010 cleared the 
way for the National Park Service to 
reduce the size of the elk herd.  The 

selected alternative is for teams 
comprised of a National Park Service 
team leader and up to 4 volunteers 
to reduce the elk population with 
firearms.  Elk will be packed out of 
the park and donated to American 
Indian Tribes, charities, and the 
North Dakota Game and Fish De-
partment (NDGFD).  The NDGFD will 
have the option of donating some of 
the meat back to the volunteers 
who assisted with the elk reduction 
effort. 

 

“The North Unit and Elkhorn Ranch 
Unit are not affected by the elk re-
duction effort, and we encourage 
hikers to enjoy those areas this fall 
and early winter,” said Naylor.   

 

The park visitor center in Medora 
will be open daily from 8 – 4:30 pm 
except for Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and New Years Day.  The Painted 
Canyon Visitor Center is open daily 
through November 11.   
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Upper Souris 75th Birthday Celebration 

Lynsi Schneider from the  
Roosevelt Park Zoo  

in Minot presented 
òRaptor Ecologyó with  
òRosieó the peregrine falcon 

The 75th Birthday Celebration would not have 
been complete without a festive birthday cake! 

Making Wildlife Masks! 

This little girl won the migration game 
and made it safely to the refuge ! 

On October 16, Upper Souris Refuge hosted an open house to celebrate their 75th birth-

day.  Activities included a presentation with "Rosie" the peregrine falcon, the migration 

game and "creature" masks for kids activities, a guided nature hike, and opening on the 

southern half of the refuge to the public to enjoy the fall migration.  The Theodore Roo-

sevelt Nature and History Association provided the cake and refreshments. 
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In 1956, Theodore Roosevelt National 

Park obtained 29 bison from the Fort 

Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge and 

released them into the South Unit, 

where they roamed freely throughout 

46,000 acres.  By 1962, the herd had 

more than tripled and consisted of 145 

animals.  Twenty of these animals were 

loaded up and shipped to roam the 

North Unit’s 24,000 acres.  The herd 

has continued to grow since the early 

60s which has made management a 

must. 

Though both units of the park could 

carry larger numbers of bison, park bi-

ologist have set the herd size to approxi-

mately 300 in the South Unit and 150 in 

the North Unit in order to 

maintain a healthy range.  

This limit also lessens the 

impact on other animals as 

well as themselves.  To 

maintain these population 

levels bison are rounded up 

every few years and surplus 

animals are removed from 

the park.   

 

In September the North Unit 

bison needed to be managed 

as herd numbers were ap-

proaching 325 animals, which meant it 

was time for a Bison Roundup.  The 

month of September was spent prepar-

ing for the roundup doing various 

task including contracting the 

helicopter used to round up the 

bison, contacting organizations 

interested in receiving the culled 

animals, developing safety proce-

dures, and much more.  

 In the early morning hours of 

September 28th the roundup be-

gan with bison being herded by 

helicopter to the roundup facility 

located in the North Unit.  Once 

the bison enter the facility park staff 

collected information from each animal 

including approximate age, body condi-

tion, blood, etc... Once all the samples 

were collected the bison were sent to 

holding corrals until they could be dis-

persed. 

In total, park staff processed 298 bison 

throughout the three day roundup.  The 

Spirit Lake Tribe of North Dakota took 

122 animals and the Blackfeet Nation of 

Montana took 94 animals. It is estimat-

ed now that there is approximately 108 

bison now roaming the North Unit.  

Bison Roundup 

 

Thirty people participated in the pho-
tography workshop at Knife River Indi-
an Villages NHS on Saturday, October 2.  
Six of the participants had previously 
attended our Spring workshop and 
were back to learn more and get some 
great fall photos.  

Participants came from various loca-
tions including Wilton, Bismarck, Dick-
inson, Hazen, Stanton, and other local 
communities.  Lonnie Bertsch brought 
his vast knowledge of photography to 
Knife River as our workshop instructor. 
His photography experience provided 
an outstanding background for the 
class.  Lonnie worked at Bismarck State 
College for nine years, managed Bob’s 
Photo for 19 years, and is currently a 
freelance photographer.  His work has 
been published in many national maga-
zines and newspapers across the Unit-
ed States. 

Lonnie provided workshop partici-
pants with some great photography 
tips and then the group head out into 
the field to take some photos.  Upon 
returning to the visitor center, partici-
pants shared their photos and Lonnie 
shared some pointers on how to make 
them even better.   A good time was 
had by all! Mark your calendar for the 
2011 dates-May 14 and October 1.   

 

Knife River Photography Workshop 

Photos by: Judy Dinkins of Hazen, ND 

Photos by Josh Bernick - NPS Staff 



Check this Out! 
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Your True Nature Bookmarks 

These laminated bookmarks with advice from plants, animals, and every-

thing nature are sure to put a smile on your face.   

 

Choose from: Butterfly, Cactus, Deer, Ladybug, 

Snowman, Tree, Wildflower, Eagle, Elk, Owl, 

Night Sky, River, Campfire, Bison, Prairie, and 

Sun. 

        $2.75 

               TRNHA Members $2.34 

 

Let the Chips Fall Where They May!  

(Just one sample of great bison advice, purchase the bookmark 

to hear other life lessons from the bison) 

Theodore Roosevelt Hunter–Conservationist 
(A Boone & Crocket Club Publication) 

by: R.L. Wilson 

 

This book reflects on Theodore Roosevelt zest 

for life and love of the great outdoors.  TR’s 

Stewardship, sportsmanship, and leadership have 

become a standard of excellence for everyone 

who loves the great outdoors.  Take a look into 

what how hunting and outdoor exploration 

helped shape our 26th President. 

 

                                 $39.95 

           TRNHA Members $33.96 

North American Prairie  
(Petersonôs field guides) 

by: Stephen R. Jones & Ruth Carol Cushman 

 

This field guide provides detailed profiles of 48 major 

North American prairie preserves.  Each profile includes 

practical information on what times of the year to visit, 

how to get there, where to go hiking, and much more! 

                         

      Price $20.00 

                TRNHA Member $17.00 

November’s Member Only Coupon  
 

North Dakota  

Impressions  
by: Chuck Haney 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALE PRICE $8.50 

(Price listed is before 15% membership  

discount for a final price of $7.23) 

Regular Price: $9.95 

 

Must show coupon and membership card in 

TRNHA bookstore or contact TRNHA (701) 

623-4884 to order by mail. 

Expires November 30,  2010 
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Fall Word Find 

P Q U P C Q E Z L H E K M O F T B H A M P N R W W E V D Q L  

R X S J U S L K J Y Q C N E Y N K I J Z G E N C A J K S K L  

R H Y F A M I I Z E F Y X J Y U I F F S B M K Y W H M R E K  

X H R F E H P C L T K N Z Q E Z X A T M N W Q V T B V A E E  

Q V A N S T F K P C P K R P V N D I E T Z Q M R J A V V H R  

Y L S S G X A Y I C F D H X H A R V E S T Z O B T E G R G U  

L O Q Z X J E V E N T B Y I T W O W J T R R U I S O L G Y E  

F R O S T K L E X K H N U M L N K O G F E Y O C S Z Q M U E  

E Y R E K R I T M K R O V U Y T C L R O K J Q G M D V O A F  

R A X V D A D X X T Z U G I M X O L R W U Y F L N F W G B Z  

O P E I V G Z X L O R C T B G N K E D G U R V L D J V H G I  

K N R R L L E S D C E H B S K L B Y P Q K O D B L P J S O D  

F Z I J D V J V L N W K K R N T R D P A N P C B L G C A T H  

R Y L X V I S X W N J R I S V G P B R U M A S E W K J A C W  

S A C A X Q C O M H K F H T P A Y W K T P N L B S B L M G D  

C Y Z Y B D R K F F J Z Q G F T T Z D U E G N A R O V M O O  

I C M Z G B W N A O S D J L N I U J O M A T Q D E R N E J T  

H O O J L M R L K K T V S J H C J A P N K Z D U N U M U R Y  

C L V I D R A B C J I E X R P D A P B I A F X H C F D Y J C  

V D E X C L T H V L F P Z G L C C I C S Z R J M C F G J E B  

AUTUMN 

BROWN 

COLD 

FALL 

FROST 

GOURD 

HARVEST 

LEAF PILE  

LEAVES 

NOVEMBER 

ORANGE 

PUMPKIN 

RED 

TURKEY 

YELLOW 

 



          New                Renewal 

 

Yes! I would like to become a  member of  
Theodore Roosevelt  Nature and History Association! 

Name __________________________ 

 
 

Address ________________________ 
 

City ___________________________ 

 

State _______________ Zip ________ 

 

E-mail _________________________ 
 Please Mail and Make Checks Payable to: 

Theodore Roosevelt  Nature & History Association (TRHNA) 

PO Box 167   Medora, ND 58645 

www.trnha.org - 701-623-4884 

Individual            $20.00 

Contributing  $75.00 
Supporting         $250.00 

Family                  $30.00 

Print and mail in the form below to become a member today! 

Become a Member of the  

Theodore Roosevelt Nature and History Association and 

help us support North Dakota’s  National Parks, Historic 

Sites, and Wildlife Refuges! 
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Membership Donations are used to help fund: 
¶ The publishing of free trail guides, informational brochures, plant and animal checklist, junior ranger activity 

books, and the park newspaper. 

¶ Support Volunteers and Student Conservation Resource Assistants. 

¶ Acquiring publications for reference libraries at three park sites. 
¶ Money for scientific research and oral history projects. TRNHA had recently helped fund an ongoing  

Mountain Lion study in Theodore Roosevelt National Park. 

¶ Funding for interpretive training, materials, and supplies. 
¶ Sponsoring special interpretive programs and events such as the Northern Plains Culture Fest and birding  

festivals. 

¶ Provide Support Staff in the Visitor Centers. 

Reasons to  become a member of TRNHA 
1. 15% Discount on sales items at our five bookstore locations: Painted Canyon, South Unit, & North Unit (All in 

Theodore Roosevelt National Park); Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site, and Upper Souris Na-

tional Wildlife Refuge.  
2. TRNHA membership is honored by most National Park Cooperating Associations with a reciprocal discount. 

3. Monthly e-newsletters and association updates. 

4. Receive newsletters and program announcements on the activities of the Association and the areas it serves. 

5. Special member only offers. (Please check our website for monthly specials www.trnha.org) 

6. All members are entitled to vote for TRNHA Board of Directors. 
7. The pleasures of knowing that your membership contributes to the support of National park and refuge sites in 

North Dakota. 


